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Civic Plaza Programming
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Civic Plaza - Program

•SCIENCE CENTER (approx 2.5-3 Acres of site area)

•ARENA: 12,500 Seats (+/- 350’x450’ footprint)

•SYMPHONY HALL: 1,800 Seats

•TCC expansion: 60,000 sf

•HOTEL expansion/addition: 500-1000 beds

•Parking: 1,500 new stalls in Parking Structure

•GEM SHOW: 100,000 sf area for a temporary exhibition tent

•Events Space for Large festivals and events

•Desire for: dance/performance/music - nighttime activities

•Residential development:

Commercial:

•Desire for:

•Shops/Retail, Cafes, Restaurants, Bakeries, Book Stores etc.

•Green space, Gardens, Children's play areas

Additional considerations:

•Balance green space / shade with open space for events

•Pedestrian safety

•Science Center Circulation Patterns

•Connections to surrounding neighborhoods
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Parking Structures – Concealed with a Combination of Uses

Wrapped w/ Retail

Below Grade

Wrapped w/ RetailBelow Grade
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Performance Spaces 
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Plazas / Event Spaces
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Greenspace, Informal Areas, Recreation Spaces



R
io

 N
u
e
v
o
 C

iv
ic

/ 
C

u
lt
u
ra

l 
P

la
z
a
 a

n
d
 

P
a
rk

in
g
 F

a
c
ili

ty
Recreation, Sports, Play Spaces 
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Passages, Connections
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Night Atmosphere 

Photos: HA The Tucson Citizen
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Plaza Design – Shading Devices
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Water Features
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Examples of Festivals/Events at the TCC

Attendance

Photos:The Tucson Citizen
Gem Show



R
io

 N
u
e
v
o
 C

iv
ic

/ 
C

u
lt
u
ra

l 
P

la
z
a
 a

n
d
 

P
a
rk

in
g
 F

a
c
ili

ty
Examples of Festivals/Activities in Neighborhoods/Downtown

Attendance

La Placita Outdoor Movies AHS 1 day

Saturday Nights Downtown Alliance monthly

Photos:The Tucson Citizen
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Examples of Festivals/Activities at other locations in Tucson

Attendance

Photos:The Tucson Citizen
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Civic Plaza

Preliminary Concepts
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Civic Plaza – Urban Design Diagram
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Civic Plaza – Option 1a

– on grade option
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Civic Plaza – Option 1b

– on grade option

GEM

SHOW

TENT
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Civic Plaza – Option 1

– on grade option

EAST-WEST SECTION

NORTH-SOUTH SECTION
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Civic Plaza – Option 2a

- Parking below plaza – deck across to Science Center
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Civic Plaza – Option 2b

- Parking below plaza – deck across to Science Center

GEM

SHOW

TENT
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Civic Plaza – Option 2

- Parking below plaza – deck across to Science Center

EAST-WEST SECTION

NORTH-SOUTH SECTION
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Civic Plaza – Option 3a

- Parking below plaza – commercial & residential to the south on plaza
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Civic Plaza – Option 3b

- Parking below plaza – commercial & residential to the south on plaza

GEM

SHOW

TENT

OFF SITE
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Civic Plaza – Option 3

- Parking below plaza – commercial & residential to the south on plaza

EAST-WEST SECTION

NORTH-SOUTH SECTION


